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The Swimming Club 

Dir: Nick Finegan, Cecilia Golding 
2016 UK 10 mins 

If you happen to be transgender and you want to 
go swimming, which changing room do you go 
into? In this short documentary we meet TAGS 
(‘Trans and Gender non-conforming Swimmers’ 
Group), a group of trans activists who have taken 
matters into their own hands and set up a safe 
space swimming club. Discussing their  
experiences both outside the safety of the group 
and within it, this is a film about the healing  
effects of community and the relief that comes 
after taking the bravest plunge of all – just to be 
yourself. It is also an ode to universal joys of 
swimming. 

(2016 UK 10 mins) 

Dir: Wanuri Kahiu 
Cast:  Samantha Mugatsia, Sheila Munyiva,  
Neville Misati, Nice Githinji 

Kena and Ziki, daughters of opposing  
politicians, meet by chance one day in 
their Nairobi neighbourhood and quickly 
strike up a bond. As their friendship  
begins to blossom into burgeoning at-
traction, the two teenagers are faced with 
the difficult reality of their situation as 
violent, conservative attitudes in their 
community encroach on their freedoms 
and force them to make an impossible 
choice between happiness and safety. 

Transplanting a familiar tale of forbidden 
love into a context all too rarely explored in 
our media, writer/director Wanuri Kahiu and 
co-writer Jenna Bass have bravely crafted a 
poignant yet hopeful story of young, queer 
love in Kenya. In a country where  
homosexuality is criminalised – a remnant of 
enforced British colonial law – and is widely 
considered taboo, Kahiu’s film has been met 
with censorship by the Kenyan government, 
even while receiving praise from around the 
world. 

This vital contribution to LGBTQ+ cinema 
shines a spotlight on the Kenyan LGBTQ+ 
community’s struggle for basic rights with a 
simple yet beautifully told love story.  
Crucially it isn’t just a story set in Africa, but 
is also told by Africans, from an African  
perspective.  

Kahiu has proven her commitment to 
fighting for Kenyan LGBTQ+ rights not only 
in making the film but also in her fight to  
enable her fellow Kenyans to see it. When 
the country’s film classification board 
banned the film from release in 2018 for its 
“clear intent to promote lesbianism in  
Kenya” and because the characters did not 
show remorse for their sexuality, Kahiu suc-
cessfully sued the Government, and the film 
was permitted to play for seven days in Nai-
robi cinemas to make it eligible for Oscars 
submission. Those sold out screenings 
proved the demand existed, and Kahiu’s 
lawsuit set a precedent in the fight for  
equality on the African continent. 

“Rafiki is an important film, focusing on a hopeful 
and romantic love story between two young wom-
en in Kenya. The fact that its been banned in Ken-
ya is exactly why it is important and why it needs 
to be seen by as many people as possible outside 
of that country, to give real people in their situation 
a voice. It highlights how much religion still domi-
nates the political situation there. However, it also 
demonstrates the vibrancy and joy of the youth in 
overcoming an oppressive society. And Wanuri 
Kahiu has shown this through a jubilant explosion 
of colour and music – this film feels like a celebra-
tion and a triumph over adversity. A must-see.” 

Fiona Underhill, JumpCut  
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